
Pennsylvania Nutrition Education Tracks FY 2011
Individual NEEDS ASSESSEMENT

Please note: this form does not need to be submitted with your agency’s proposal if proposed SNAP-Ed programming aligns with the statewide Needs Assessment. 

Local Partner Project Name:      
1. NEEDS ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

Briefly describe how you assessed the needs of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) eligibles in your service area. Gather data from existing secondary sources such as census data, PA Department of Health county profiles, PA Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance data, etc.  If available, primary needs assessment data from sources such as advisory councils or participant surveys can be used to supplement the secondary data.  Present your findings in subsections a-d as requested in the instructions provided.  State the sources of the data used to document need.*

a.  Demographic characteristics of SNAP eligibles in your service area: Provide a brief description of characteristics such as geographic location, race, ethnicity, age, gender, family composition, education, and language that apply to SNAP eligibles in your service area.
b.  Nutrition-Related behavioral and lifestyle concerns of SNAP eligibles in your service area: Briefly discuss implications of dietary habits, food purchasing habits, and where and how SNAP eligibles eat, redeem SNAP benefits, live, learn, work, and play in your service area.
c.  Availability of other nutrition-related programs serving low-income persons in your service area: e.g. WIC, EFNEP, Team Nutrition, food banks, public health services. Identify potential partners for message collaboration and briefly explain how you will avoid duplication of services.
d.  COORDINATION EFFORTS: Briefly describe your efforts to coordinate, complement, and supplement (but not duplicate) other programs in order to deliver consistent behavior-focused nutrition messages, e.g. WIC, EFNEP, Child Nutrition Programs.  
e.  Locations where SNAP eligibles are underserved or have not had previous access to SNAP-Ed. Briefly describe where under/unserved SNAP-Ed target audiences are located in your service area. Note those areas your project plans to target.
*The following websites may be useful in preparing the Needs Assessment:

1. Food Stamp Program Map Machine: Economic Research Service (linked with 1999 poverty levels):  http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/foodstamps
2. Census Bureau:  http://www.census.gov
3. American Fact Finder:  http://factfinder.census.gov
4. Pennsylvania State Data Center:  http://pasdc.hbg.psu.edu/index.html
5. PA Department of Health:

· Home:  http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/site/default.asp 

· County Profiles: http://www.health.state.pa.us/hpa/Stats/countyprofiles-toc.htm 

· Health Statistics and data from PA Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance surveys: http://www.dsf.health.state.pa.us/health/cwp/view.asp?a=175&Q=228721  

6. PSU College of Agricultural Sciences: http://ict.cas.psu.edu/resources/Census.html
7.  National Center for Education Statistics: http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/bat/

